[Secondary cardiomyopathy accompanied by neuromuscular disorders].
There are many neuromuscular diseases associated with cardiomyopathy. Cardiac involvement with progressive muscular dystrophy (Duchenne and Becker type) and some type of limb-girdle muscular dystrophy were characterized by impaired left ventricular systolic function, such as dilated cardiomyopathy like status. In Friedreich ataxia various types of left ventricular hypertrophy were reported. While in myotonic dystrophy and Emery-Dreifuss muscular dystrophy, conduction disturbance and tachyarrhythmia are common types of cardiac manifestation. The severity of cardiac involvement in these diseases is not necessarily concordant with that of skeletal muscle. Recently the genes of these diseases were identified by linkage analysis. We review cardiac abnormalities of these diseases, especially relationship between severity of cardiac disorder and gene abnormalities.